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ÓÂÎÄÍÈ ÄÓÌÈ

Â ïîñëåäíèòå ãîäèíè ñå ñúçäàâà åäíà äîáðà òðàäèöèÿ íà âñåêè ïåò ãîäèíè
äà ñå ñúáèðàìå è äà îòáåëÿçâàìå Òóòðàêàíñêàòà åïîïåÿ è âîéíàòà çà
îñâîáîæäåíèåòî íà Äîáðóäæà. Òîâà ñòàâà âúçìîæíî, áëàãîäàðåíèå íà
îðãàíèçàòîðèòå íà òîçè ôîðóì â ëèöåòî íà Îáùèíà Òóòðàêàí è Èñòîðè÷åñêèÿ
ìóçåé â Òóòðàêàí. Ïðåç ïîñëåäíèòå ãîäèíè ñå ÷óâàò ãëàñîâå, ÷å òðÿáâà äà ñå
çàáðàíè èçó÷àâàíåòî íà âîåííà èñòîðèÿ â ó÷èëèùàòà, òúé êàòî òîâà ïðå÷åëî íà
ïîìèðåíèåòî íà áàëêàíñêèòå íàðîäè. Ìîåòî ìíåíèå å, ÷å å òî÷íî îáðàòíîòî.
Òðÿáâà äà ñå èçó÷àâà, çàùîòî ñ Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà âîéíà ñå äîêàçâà, ÷å ñúäáàòà
íà áàëêàíñêèòå íàðîäè ñå ðåøàâà äî ãîëÿìà ñòåïåí è îò Âåëèêèòå ñèëè.

Ñëåä Áàëêàíñêèòå âîéíè è Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà âîéíà â ãåîïîëèòèêàòà ñå
ïîÿâÿâà åäèí òåðìèí � �áàëêàíèçàöèÿ�. Àêî âçåìåòå êîÿòî è äà å ãîëÿìà
åíöèêëîïåäèÿ � Brockhaus èëè Larousse, ñëåä �Áàëêàíè� ñëåäâà �áàëêàíèçàöèÿ�
è òîâà îçíà÷àâà �Áàëêàíèòå - áàðóòåí ïîãðåá íà Åâðîïà�, �Áàëêàíèòå � îïàñíà,
êîíôëèêòíà çîíà íà Åâðîïà�. È äî äíåñ ñå óïîòðåáÿâà ïîíÿòèåòî
�áàëêàíèçàöèÿ�. Íèå, çà äà îñìèñëèì èñòîðèÿòà, òðÿáâà äà ÷åðïèì ãîð÷èâèÿ
îïèò îò òèÿ áîéíè ïîëåòà íà Áàëêàíèòå è äà ðàçáåðåì, ÷å Âåëèêèòå ñèëè ñà
�áàëêàíèçèðàëè� Þãîèçòî÷íà Åâðîïà. Âåëèêèòå ñèëè ñà èìàëè ñâîèòå âåëèêè
èíòåðåñè è òå ñà ïðîòèâîïîñòàâÿëè áàëêàíñêèòå äúðæàâè. Òðÿáâà äà ñå ðàçáåðå
è ÷å òåðìèíúò �áàëêàíèçàöèÿ� å ñúçäàäåí îò Âåëèêèòå ñèëè è ÷å âñè÷êè ñìå
ïîòúðïåâøè. Ïîóêèòå ñà, ÷å âìåñòî äà ñå ðóãàåì âçàèìíî, òðÿáâà äà èçÿñíèì
ñâîèòå ãëåäíè òî÷êè è äà ñòèãíåì äî åäíà, ùî-ãîäå ïîíîñèìà, îáùà ïîçèöèÿ.
Íàäÿâàì ñå äà íàïðàâèì òîâà ñ êîëåãèòå îò ñúñåäíèòå áàëêàíñêè äúðæàâè.

Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà âîéíà ñå å ãîòâèëà äåñåòèëåòèÿ îò äâåòå êîàëèöèè �
îò Òðîéíîòî ñúãëàøåíèå è Òðîéíèÿ ñúþç. Òàêà ÷å íèå, êàòî èçó÷àâàìå Ïúðâàòà
ñâåòîâíà âîéíà, òðÿáâà äà èçâëå÷åì ïîóêèòå, áåç äà âñÿâàìå íÿêàêâî íàïðåæåíèå
è íÿêàêâà îìðàçà. Íàïðîòèâ. Ïîóêàòà å, ÷å áàëêàíñêèòå íàðîäè ñà áèëè ÷àñò îò
ìåæäóíàðîäíàòà èãðà íà Âåëèêèòå ñèëè. Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà âîéíà å âå÷å äîñòà
îñâåòëåíà îò íàøèòå ñúñåäè, à íèå, çà ñúæàëåíèå, çàêúñíÿõìå, òúé êàòî äî 1989 ã.
òîâà áåøå åäíà çàáðàíåíà òåìà. Íî èìà âúçìîæíîñò äà îñâåòëèì òåìè, êàòî
êîàëèöèîííèÿ õàðàêòåð íà òàçè âîéíà, çàùîòî Áúëãàðèÿ å ÷àñò îò åäíà êîàëèöèÿ,
Ðóìúíèÿ � ÷àñò îò äðóãà êîàëèöèÿ. Èìà Âúðõîâíî êîìàíäâàíå, êîåòî âëèÿå
âúðõó âîåííèòå äåéñòâèÿ. Ñúùî ìîðàëíèÿ ôàêòîð íà âîéíàòà, ìîðàëíèÿ ôàêòîð
â áúëãàðñêàòà àðìèÿ, çà äóõà íà âîéíèêà, çàùî áúëãàðñêèÿò âîéíèê æåðòâà
æèâîòà ñè çà îñâîáîæäåíèåòî íà Òóòðàêàí è íà Äîáðóäæà. È äà ñå ñâúðæàò
ñúáèòèÿòà ñ ïðåäõîäíèòå ñúáèòèÿ. Òúé êàòî Þæíà Äîáðóäæà ïðåç Âòîðàòà
áàëêàíñêà âîéíà å îêóïèðàíà îò ðóìúíñêàòà àðìèÿ, òðÿáâà äà ñå èçÿñíè
îñâîáîäèòåëíèÿ õàðàêòåð íà òàçè âîéíà, áúëãàðñêîòî ó÷àñòèå â Ïúðâàòà
ñâåòîâíà âîéíà è ïî-òî÷íî â îñâîáîæäàâàíåòî íà Äîáðóäæà. Ïðåäè ãîäèíè òàçè
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âîéíà áåøå çàáðàíåíà èëè çàáðàâåíà, çàùîòî ñìå âîþâàëè ñ ðóìúíöè è ñ ðóñíàöè
íà Äîáðóäæàíñêèÿ ôðîíò. È òîãàâà òàçè âîéíà èçîáùî ñå ïðåñêà÷àøå,
íàáëÿãàøå ñå íà Áàëêàíñêàòà âîéíà. Íî êàòî ãîâîðèì çà ïðåâçåìàíåòî íà
Îäðèíñêàòà êðåïîñò, íå ïî-ìàëêà ñëàâíî å ïðåâçåìàíåòî íà Òóòðàêàíñêàòà
ïðåäìîñòîâà êðåïîñò. Ïî-øèðîêî òðÿáâà äà ðàçãëåäàìå ñúáèòèÿòà,
ñúïîñòàâèòåëíî è ñ ïðåäõîäíèòå äâå áàëêàíñêè âîéíè. Áúëãàðèÿ ó÷àñòâà â
Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà âîéíà íà ñòðàíàòà íà Ãåðìàíèÿ è Àâñòðî-Óíãàðèÿ, çà äà
ïîïðàâè íåïðàâäàòà îò Áóêóðåù, îò äîãîâîðà îò 28 þëè 1913 ãîäèíà, êîãàòî â
åäíà âîéíà ñðåùó ïåò äúðæàâè Áúëãàðèÿ ïðåòúðïÿ íàöèîíàëíà êàòàñòðîôà. È
äà ñå îáÿñíè çàùî é îòíåõà Þæíà Äîáðóäæà è çàùî áúëãàðñêàòà àðìèÿ òðÿáâàøå
äà ÿ îñâîáîæäàâà è äà ïðåâçåìà Òóòðàêàíñêàòà êðåïîñò.

Äðóãà òåìà å ñúäáàòà íà íàñåëåíèåòî, êîåòî å ïîòúðïåâøî îò âîåííèòå
äåéñòâèÿ, ñúäáàòà íà äîáðóäæàíöè ïî âðåìå íà Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà âîéíà. Âúâ
âàøèòå äîêëàäè âèå ùå ïðîñëåäèòå îùå íÿêîè ñòðàíè íà òåçè òåìè.

Áëàãîäàðÿ íà ãîñòèòå îò Ðóìúíèÿ è Ñúðáèÿ, êîèòî ñå îòçîâàõà. Íèå
òðÿáâà ïî-÷åñòî äà ñå ñðåùàìå. Ðàçáèðà ñå, íèå íÿìà äà òúðñèì åäíî îáùî
ñòàíîâèùå, íî òðÿáâà äà ñïîðèì, òðÿáâà äà ñåäíåì íà åäíà ìàñà è äà îáÿñíèì è
îñìèñëèì ðàçëè÷íèòå ãëåäíè òî÷êè, äà ñå ïðèâåäàò íàó÷íè äîêàçàòåëñòâà, äà íå
ñå ïðàâè ïðîïàãàíäà îò ó÷àñòèåòî íà ðàçëè÷íèòå ñòðàíè â Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà
âîéíà. Íàé-íàïðåä òðÿáâà äà ñå íàó÷èì äà ñå èçñëóøâàìå, çàùîòî âñå îùå íèå
íå ñìå íàïèñàëè îáùà áàëêàíñêà èñòîðèÿ - îïèòâàëè ñìå ïðåäè äåñåòèíà ãîäèíè,
îáà÷å íå óñïÿõìå. Òðÿáâà äà èìà òúðïèìîñò, íî íèå êàòî áúëãàðñêè èñòîðèöè,
åñòåñòâåíî, ùå çàùèòàâàìå áúëãàðñêàòà ãëåäíà òî÷êà. Èñòèíàòà å åäíà - òÿ íå å
áúëãàðñêà, íå å ñðúáñêà, íå å ðóìúíñêà; èìà ðàçëè÷íè ãëåäíè òî÷êè è êàòî ñå
ñúåäèíÿò òåçè ãëåäíè òî÷êè, ìîæå äà ñå íàïèøå åäíà îáùà áàëêàíñêà èñòîðèÿ
çà Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà âîéíà.

Ñ òåçè âñòúïèòåëíè äóìè ìè ïîçâîëåòå äà îòêðèÿ ìåæäóíàðîäíàòà íàó÷íà
êîíôåðåíöèÿ �Ïúðâàòà ñâåòîâíà âîéíà è ñúáèòèÿòà íà Äîáðóäæàíñêèÿ ôðîíò�.

Àêàä. ä.è.í. Ãåîðãè ÌÀÐÊÎÂ
Äèðåêòîð íà Èíñòèòóòà çà èñòîðè÷åñêè èçñëåäâàíèÿ ïðè ÁÀÍ



INTRODUCTION

In last recent years we have been creating a tradition to gather every five and
to commemorate the epic war for the liberation of Dobrudja in Tutrakan. This is pos-
sible thanks to the organizers of this forum in the face of the Municipality of Tutrakan
and its Historical Museum. During those recent years, voices that the study of military
history in schools should be prohibited, as it prevents the reconciliation of the Balkan
people. My opinion is just the opposite. It should be studied because the World War
proved that the fate of the Balkan people is decided largely by the Great Powers.

After the Balkan wars and World War one term appears in geopolitics -
�Balkanization.� If you take any large encyclopedia - Brockhouse or Larousse, after
the �Balkans� appears �Balkanization� and it means �The Balkans - powder keg of
Europe�, �The Balkans - dangerous conflict zone of Europe.� Even today, the term
�Balkanization� is used. We have to make sense of history that must draw the bitter
experience of these battlefields of the Balkans and to understand that the Great Pow-
ers �Balkanized� Southeast Europe. Great Powers had their great interest and they
opposed the Balkan countries. It should be understood and that the term �Balkanization�
was created by the Great Powers, and that we are all victims. We must know that
instead of cursing each other, we should clarify our views and get to one, more or less
tolerated, common position. I hope we can do this with colleagues from neighboring
Balkan countries.

The World War I had been prepared for two decades from coalitions - from
Triple Entente and Triple Alliance. So we, by studying the First World War, must learn
the lessons without any tension. We must do the opposite. The lesson is that the Balkan
people were part of the international game of Great Powers. That World War was
already well sweetened by our neighbors, and we, unfortunately, were late because
until 1989 it was a forbidden topic. But there is an opportunity to highlight issues such
as coalition nature of this war, because Bulgaria is a part of a coalition, Romania - a
part of another. There is a command, which affects the hostilities. Also the moral
factor of war, the moral factor in the Bulgarian army, the spirit of the soldier, because
Bulgarian soldiers sacrifice their lives for the liberation of Tutrakan and Dobrudja.
And this contact with the events precedes other events. Since South Dobrudja, during
the Second Balkan War, was occupied by the Romanian army, the liberation character
of this war should be clarified, also the Bulgarian participation in the First World War
and especially in the release of Dobrudja. Years ago, this war was forbidden or forgot-
ten, because we fought against the Russians, Romanians at the Dobrudja front. And
then all this war is bypassed, instead the Balkan War. But speaking of the capture of
Edirne fortress, no less glory is the capture of Bridgehead Tutrakan fortress. Greater
need to look at the events, in compare with the previous two Balkan wars. Bulgaria
participates in the First World War on the side of Germany and Austria-Hungary to
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remedy the injustice of the Bucharest Treaty of 28 July 1913, when in the war against
five countries, Bulgaria has undergone a national catastrophe. And we have to explain
why it was taken and why South Dobrudja’s Bulgarian army had to release and capture
Tutrakan’s fortress.

Another topic is the fate of the population, affected by war, the fate of Dobrudja’s
people during the First World War. In your report you will follow some other countries
on these topics. I would like to say “Thank you!” to the guests from Romania and
Serbia, who responded. We need more often to meet. Of course, we will seek a common
opinion, but you must argue, must sit at a table and explain various points of view, to
consider the different viewpoints, to bring scientific evidence, not just to make propa-
ganda of different participant countries in the First World War. First, we must learn to
listen, because we still have not posted a total Balkan history - we tried a decade ago,
but failed. There should be tolerance, but we - Bulgarian historians will defend Bul-
garian perspective. Truth is one - it is not Bulgarian, not Serbian or Romanian, there
are various viewpoints and by joining these points, you can write a common Balkan
history of the First World War.

With those introductory words, please, let me open the International Conference
�The First World War and the events on the Dobrudzhan front.�

Academician Georgy Markov
Director of the Institute for Historical Research at
Bulgarian Academy of Science


