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CbObPKAHUE

P. I'pageBa u C. UBanoBa — BbBEAEHUE. U3CAELBAHE HA UCTO-
47TA U CbBPEMEHHOTO CbBCTOSHUWE HA MIOCIOAMAHCKATA
= \TYPA 1O BbATAPCKUTE 3EMU - HAPOZLEH U BUCOK TMAACT.

R. Gradeva and S. lvanova — INTRODUCTION. . ...............

Maxuea Kur — PASTIPOCTPAHEHUE HA UCASIMA B BBAIAPCKOTO
CZNO MPE3 OCMAHCKATA EMOXA (XV-XVII B.): KOAOHU3AUUS U
ACHAMABAUUA

Machiel Kiel - THE SPREAD OF ISLAM IN BULGARIAN RURAL

*XZAS IN THE OTTOMAN PERIOD (15TH-18TH CENTURIES): COLO-
“ZATION AND ISLAMISATION

Cmedpka lNMvpBeBa — NMPEACTABUTEAU HA MIOCIOAMAHCKATA PE-
AUFUO3HA UHCTUTYUUSA B TPALA MO BBAFAPCKUTE 3EMU TPE3
XVII B.

Stefka Pdrveva - REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MUSLIM RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTION IN THE TOWN IN BULGARIAN LANDS DURING THE 17TH
CENTURY. .. e e e e

Mapus Kaauyun u Kpacumupa MymadgoBa - UCTOPUUECKIA PEA-
AU 3A XAABETUNCKUS WENX BAAU EDEHIU COPUNCKU B HO-
BOOTKPUTO XUTUE OT XIX B.

Maria Kalitsin and Krassimira Mutafova - HISTORICAL DATA
ABOUT BALI EFENDI IN “BAHR-UL VELA-I". .. ...................

Opaun CvbeB — COUUAAHUAT CTATYC HA OCMAHCKUSA MIOJE-
PUC B PYMEAUSA, XV-XVIIB. ... ... i

Orlin Sibev - THE SOCIAL STATUS OF THE OTTOMAN MUDERRIS
INRUMELL 15TH-17TH C. ... o e

Hamanau Kaetiep — NEPBUWKUTE BPATCTBA HA BAAKAHUTE C
HAPOUYEH [MOTAELl KbM BbAMAPUA (HAKOU BEAEXXKU OTHOCHO
U3CAEOBAHETO UM).

Nathalie Clayer -~ LES CONFRERIES DE DERVICHES DANS LES
BALKANS ET PARTICULIEREMENT EN BULGARIE (QUELQUES
CONSIDERATIONS CONCERNANT LEUR ETUDE).

Axnekcangpp MonoBuu - KYATYPHU NPOSIBU HA MIOCIOAMAHCKIA-
TE OBWHOCTU HA BAAKAHUTE. 1. MEIPECETATA HA BAAKAHUTE:
OT MbPBUTE HOBOBBBEINEHUS! B CPEIATA HA XIX B. 1O HAWU
OHU; I1. MO BBITPOCA 3A BAAKAHCKUS MIOCKOAMAHCKU MEPUOII-
YEH MEYAT: OT MOABATA MY 0O 1918 I; lll. MIOCKOAMAHCKUTE
CIOPYXXEHUA B BbATAPUSA CAEL OCBOBOXIEHUETO.
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KA3A XOTAAMY CEABU

Cenama ¢ mypcku umena

2000 -
gomakuncmBa

e

——
—-—"‘
MIOCIOAMAHU N 500
XpucmusHu —
{ 1 1 P e 1

1479 1516 1545 1580 1642 1751 1845 1873
3000

Cenama ¢ 6bazapcku umena gomakuncm87
2000 -

XpucmusHU

MIOCIOAMAHU
1

| ] I |

JEMOTPADCKO PASBUTUE HA 13me MIOCIOAMAHCKI CEAA C TYPCKU UMEHA*
B KA3A XOTAAUY/CEABU (CEBAUEBO) 1479—1873 2. (B gomakurcmBa)

Ne va usmounuka i Ii 1] v A Vi Vi i
[oguna Ha
pezucmpauus 1479 1516 1545 1580 1642 1751 1845 1873

1625
1479 1516 1545 1580 & 1642 175 1845 1873
1600 1618 1650

6000

gomakuHcmBa
5000 ]

OBbwo xaHema /

4000 |

/ 300¢
Obuwio _’—-/ 2000 4
/

o

——
MiOC}oAMaHu 1000
XpucmusHu J :
— 500 4
1 i { { | . {
1879 1516 1545 ysgp 1842 1751 1845 1873
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M XpfM Xp M xplM Xe M Xp M Xp Mo xp.| M Xp.

Aguanep fo}39 /312 /[ 617 /] 4" /| 24 /| a5 /| 64 /
(UguneBo)

Aau Qakuxaep 22 /1 17 /| 2r /] 68 /| 43 7/ Mespa / /
AkbHgokbaap / /b3 g3t 7f o200 | 452 /| 47 /] 48
(Memko CaaBelikoB)

Yagbpab-u Gaas 14 /E35 /| 36 /66> /| 142 /| 8% /{140 /| 182 /
{CenHuk)

Yagbpab-u 3up / 10 /{100 /] 18 /] 17 /| Mespa / /
Depeau / 8 /I 6 /|30 /| 38 /15 114 /| 125 ¢
(Fopna Pocuua)

Iukennep / 36 /| 603 /| 27! / / / / /
Xagvmaap / / / 250 y{23% /) 28" /165 /| 93 ¢
(AgamoBo, flnmpa)

Xucap Betiau Mespa| 6 /1 20 /] 26 /| 250 /| 21 /|45 /]| 63 7/
{ABopeu)

Mankounap / 28 /| 30" /] 54 /| 81! /1518 yl1s0 /| 190
(Byps)

ManeHau / / / 194 2] 195 ¢/ Mespa / /
Mymgrkbaap / / / 13/ 3 5| Mespa / /
Hakbtuab / / / 46 / 18 / Mespa / /
PaxoBa / / / a1' /) 42 J| 56 /136 /) 157 /
CenBu / 18 /| 205 /| 44 5| 576 122605 41}437 479|551 668
(CeBaueBo)

Obwo 36 /| 208/ | 2532 /56927 5|5122 12| 685% 411043 479]1316 668
[Mpouenm nva

obprweHuume ? 4.7% 4.7% 4.5% 6.% ? ?
% Ha miocioamaHume] 100% 100% 100% 99.5% 97% 94% 69% 66%

M — Miocioamanu; Xp. — Xpucmusitu; Xucap Heliau ~—— Opu2uHaAHOMO UME Ha CeAulEemo;
(f1Bopey) — cbBpemennomo Gbazapcko ume (noBeuemo om 1934 2.). Maakomo uucao Hag
6pon Ha gomakuncmBama nokasBa Gpos Ha o6pbuieHuume kbm ucasma B cbomBemnama
20guHa;

Usmounuyu: I — HEKM, Op. omg., OAK 45/29 (Typcku usBopu Il); | — licmanbya, BBOA,
MM 11; Il — Kcmanbya, BBOA, TD 416; IV — Ankapa, TKGM, KuK 58; V — UcmariBya,
BBOA, TD 775; VI — UcmanBya, Kepeci — Mevkufat 2913; VIl — KMcmanBya, BBOA,
Temettiiat Defterleri; VIl — Salname-i Vilayet-i Tuna, 6, 1290.

* flpes 1580 2. PaxoBa e uspuuHo nocoueHo kamo HoBo ceauute, koemo ce e omgeauno
om ¢. [lukenaep, koemo Haucmuna nokasBa paavk cnag B Haceaenuemo. PaxoBa moke ga
e mAacmomo Ha usocmaBeHo cpegroBekoBHo Bvazapcko ceno. Ommam u HezoBomo
caaBaticko ume Benpeku ususao mypcko-miocioamatickomo my HaceaeHue.
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NEMOTPAQCKO PA3BUTUE HA CTAPUTE EbATAPCKU CEAA
B KA3A XOTAAUY/CEABU (CEBAUEBO) 14791873 2.

(B gomakuncmBa)

LEMOrPAQCKO PA3BUTUE HA CTAPUTE BbATAPCKU CEAA
B KA3A XOTAAUY/CEABU (CEBAUEBO) 1479—1873 2.

(B gomakurcmBa)

INe Ha uamouruka 1 I I volv o[ viofw [ x| x x| oxe Pxu | xv
[oguna na
pezucmpauus 1479|1516 1545 [1580 [1600 1618 [1625 | 1634 1642 [1644 [1650| 1751 1845| 1873
M Xp.[M XM XpiM Xp. 1 Xo. | Xp| Xp| M Xl Xp. | Xp M. Xp.[M Xp|M Xp.
Bapa A A WA AR I N T A IR I L A A 2 B oI TR
BamoweBo 2 2|/ 34/ 29/ erj1s1 |07 |70 [60 | / 66| 90 98 [/ 46 ) 91|/ 213
Bara peka ;o) 413 32|P 51048 [49 [49 [30 ] 17 36| 33 {33 [ 24 /|40 20|55 34
BepueBo /40 [/ 60|/ 802" 10066 [30 [28 [20 | n28| 18|20 (5 30}/ 3|/ 77
BozamoBo 1512 6503 5008 82|65 |39 |52 |22 |15 28] 14114 |44 2 |46 /|52 /
NamsroBo 4 669 43|92 27362 58|83 [41 |38 [35 | 892 9| 6 |6 [68 /|15 /|140 /
DeGreBo 6 119(18 51 hg* 51|40t 96)61 [70 |71 j50 12176 38 45 |45 |117 /169 53181 71
NlebensoBo fo1) 235 15132 13]9 w0 |8 {6 |/ 0| 2|n| By 10/ 98
NoGpomupka 1 75 |1 1023 61|7 80|84 [50 62 {50 |32 37| 29 |29 {78 [ {190 /|221 /
DywoBo 5 201 292" 27 |13 39040 |20 {23 {5 |28 1| 0|8 |21 /|35 20]52 30
T'vbere fo11 261 4fy 13]62 |8 |9 |75 |/ 0| 7077 | 55|/ 450/ 569
Tocmanuua /554 44 1/ 661" 87|61 40 |42 |27 [/ 50| 50|63 |/ 40/ 145|/ 199
Ipaguwe /5 5 5010 518 {5 [7 {w]|/ B[ 1w]z]/ s s/ m
Tpagruua 2 762 79 |4 4|8 95(77 |38 |42 {30 |38 48| 39 {39 [0 30103 59[118 67
XupeBo /36 |3 41|32 50{4 60|31 |26 [25 {20 (232 20 20 |20 (38 /[50 /{66 /
Kopmsaticko 6 35 |3 50 |3 55(142 e4f41 |11 |13 15|51 /1 9 {9 |60 /[0 /|75 )
KpywoBo-u Ganst fo1 {5 [/ 30{22 37127 [16 |21 [ 4 [19° 48| 46 |45 [37 35[0 42135 43
KpywioBo-u sup 0]/ 2a |3 25{52 35|38 {40 |40 {32 [13' 40| 40 |42 |20 352|750 [Bepaga
Kasbawu / / / R A A / Py gt e
(3gpaBkoBeu)
AoBrugoa 2 322 26|10 29{1 91|68 [38 |38 |26 [/ 70} 59|58 |/ 66y 78|/ 178
MaskoBo Joas |y 2ay7 21|/ 48i62 |27 |33 {15 |/ 201 28 (28 |Mespa| / /
MaeuoBo / 36|/ 46/ 50|/ 60|58 |38 |38 {40 |/ 154 10|10 |/ 35y 67|/ 316

Ne va usmouruka | ] )il v \ Vil vilf vin| X X [ X {xu X | Xv

Toguna Ha

pezucmpauua 1479 1516 15451 1580 | 1600y 1618) 1625 1638( 1642} 1644 |1650 |1751 { 1845 1873

Copbe 6 vpas pq20? g2ty |1 |1 |y 7C N VR VA . | TR P

(Maaku Bopueu)

Conom /4t 11 390/ 35|/ 53{8 [5 [40 |20 A U I T T L A I

TepxoBo Il 202 (5 16]5 |13 (19 |11 oz 10| 10 |10 {30° /|65 si82

{Dozangsku) ’

l?paGeBo {691/ 80 [/ 120[292 104] 158 |42 [99 [s0 |4t 10| 10 [ 8 596235 /1158 /

Verukboi / / / / Il / / [/ | e4f 28] 704

{HoBo ceno)

Obwo 3 72 852 | 215% 580'02 I716% [1216 {1465
909 999 972 1416 | 1405] 868 | 925 617 654] 646 | 680 5251 1603] 2769

% Ha MIOCIoAMaHUMmE

om uysromo Haceaenud 3.7 % 67% |8% 16 % 47% 58% |43%] 34%

% Ha obpblueruume

kb ucasma 21% [21% |13% 17% 11%
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Copbe — cmapo ume Ha ceauutemo; (Maaku Bupweu) — coBpementio ume Ha ceauuemo; M. — MioCtoaMaHu, Xp. — xpucmusinu; Maskume

uudpu rag Bpos Ha gomakuremBama nocouBam 6pon Ha HoBonp

ucanma 3a coomB;

20gUHA U MACMO.

Wsmounuuy: | — IV — kamo npeguwhama maGauua; V — Wcmanbys, BBOA, MM 14920; VI — HBKM, Op. omg., OAK 89)57; Vil —
Ucmanbya, BBOA, MM 1466; VIl — HEKM, Op.omg., $. 179, ae. 185; X — WemanBya, BBOA, TD 775; X — HEKM, Op. omg., OAK 93/26;
XI'— HBKM, Op. omg., HITTA XVIl 5/22; XIl — XWV — kamo V1 — Vlil om npeguwnama mabauua,
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KA3A XOTAAUU/CEABU (CEBAUEBO) MPE3 1479 2.
Mogen Ha 3aceaBane, pasmep u cbecmaB Ha HaceaeHuemo

Cyxungoa @
,, Conort © 4 Kaaokacmpo
/ Kpamoaun ! )
) / Band peka Kasa
Kblg)uua ] AeamoBo KodoBory ©/ TvpHoBo
I_l._ e ’ ‘e T. KaayzepoBo
/ 1 Paguuie NeBenugBof 4
Kasa Crpbe 8) Bevas’ g BoiomoBo— (o e
Aodua (AoBew) P “"’ﬂos AN cero
) o opmatcko o KpywioBo PoMupka’ \
. Ao K ° 5 -u Gaan N
. oAy pywobo-u up Foemanu
Bt Ocmpeu‘: Dakuxrep o)
. - Xuneh BozamoBo 4
- upeBo <
BpaGeBOO ﬂamﬂ?oﬁo ° Yagbpan Ty i
Mapqu ° TepxoBoQ J/
3 -
\ I
/
Zleﬁﬂego -
\ MaeuoBo BamouweBo
7/
Ld
4
’
; @ l'abpoBo
\
\ KvpBenuk
\ ]
\ /
\ ~J
a
\ 03““\@ ~,1‘\_\ .- Z 1494 m.
a~a ) f T [ e s medee
S R ”/ (o] = 25 - 5% ,,
A — o = 50 - 100 'Y}
m.

- %0 - 200 ,,
o= Cenomo He e = 200 - 350

Bkarouero nopagu
mBupge omkbcaey-| =350 - 550 .,
Hama uHdpopmauus = 55 - 8so0 ,,

€} = Uhsuesnano no-kecro
ceauwe. Mecmono- (4
AoKeHUemo My He e Q= Xpucmustcku gomakuncmBa
mouHo usBecmuo.

= Mocioamancku gomakunemBa

JHepeau = mypcko ceauwsHo ume
. = Ceno usbon kasa BozamoBo = ©bazapcko ceauyHo ume

CenBu, He e NOCOYEH | == =~ — = = [paHuyu Ha ocmarckama kasa
pasmepsm my. BbB Bmopama nosoBuna
Ha XIX B.
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KA3A XOTAAUY/CEABU (CEBAUEBO) MPE3 1516 2.
Mogen Ha 3aceaBaHe, pasmep u cbcmabB Ha HaceaeHuemo

U4 Conom © \
,/ Kpamonun ! Kasa
Kokpuna 4 /
f ', AzamoBo L A TovpHoBo
s
me N — e T B ® [ KaayzepoBo
lraaguu;e )Jeéemogo GJE;\“/SykypoBo ___y P
Kaza 7 Copoe 2 ! &7 ™\ HoBo cero

Nee” ﬂ05poMupk; ~

Aodua (AoBeu
bua ( ) Akbhghkbrap  gfipmancko O KpywioBo -u Gans

~

® Awe [
TRy ML b L
e CEABU® O
LS ’ BozamoBo Fogma/\uua
! ~—-‘® XupeBo AoBrugoa o R
BpabeBo Damsroo © - /
M';peBo P -
\ ’
HebHeBo i
\ MaeuoBo SamoujeBg
7/
L4
7/
14
; ® ['abpoBo
\
\ KopBenuk
\ / Tounomo mecmononokeHue
\ va Nukenaep e HeuaBecmuo.
\ - \,’ Ixec e ume Ha auBaga
PR kpati PaxoBo.
G)““\‘a ~e N - PRETTS N
—— ’I 19& . ° = 1 < 25 [omakuncmBa (xane)
~ “_\ A 0O = 25- 5 .,
*_ -— O = 50 - 100 v,
2376 o. = 100 - 200 "
[J= Ceromomnee = 200 - 350 ,,
BkaoueHo nopagu a 350 - 550 ,,

mBupge omkbcaey-

Hama ungopmayus =550 - 850 ,,

L = Usuesnano no-kucHo

@® = Moocoamancku gomakuncmBa
ceauwie. Mecmono-
AokeHUemO My He e O = Xpucmusucku gomakurcmBa

moto usBecmio. Hepeau = mypcko ceauwro ume

BozamoBo = Bwazapcko ceauwuno ume
. = Ceao u3BbH kasa —
CenBu, He e nocouen |~ = [pamuuu Ha ocmarickama kasa
pasmepbm my. BuB Bmopama noaoBuna

Ha XIX B,

121




KA3A XOTAAUY/CEABU (CEBAUEBO) INMPE3 1580z.
Mogen Ha saceaBane, paamep u cbcmaB Ha HaceaeHuemo

Cyxungoa @
’ Conom’ o"‘ ® Kanokacmpo
U4
7 Kpamoaun ! \' Kasa
’
Kskpuna Bsna peka T B
1 AcamoBo ‘bpHOBO
° h . };ocdﬁo ? 7
-, -
'Fpagum?ﬂ'eﬁ‘é?\%ﬁo RSW/ ol KanyzepoBio
o © © \Bapa ,’ DYkyPoBo
Kasa 7Cbpbe P ( L o =\ HoBo cero
Nodua (NoBeu =~~~ o SO ®
ua ( ) Akag)kt:l\aQ @ Kopmsricko Bt aﬁ;ﬂupka N
& Au@ KO pré“c’ S ~
4 Ll pywoBo-u 3up
. Ocmgexfh“k#ge -@ Dakuxaep R ® Mankousap
Bpaua { PaxoBog Agunney !
P~ , BoeamoBo
.- XupeBo r/ocma/\uua
BpabeBo HamanoBo ° U 3y MAO‘Z’:UQO"O -
lymgrkbaap .
Mapebor & B oty ok e
4
IleGreBs Lyuwiol P4
0 <’
\MI\EHOBO (o)
I'd
L4
7/
?
1 @ labpoBo
i O
\ KovpBenuk
Mecmononokeruemo
\ J | Ha usuesnanume cena
\ ] | Manenau u Hakbuias
\ ) e HeusBecmuo (npea 1580 2.
\ A - me Buau ¢ HaceaeHue ceomB.
\)(\‘66 —_ AN ~ 71494 m, 19 u 46 gomakurcmBa).
-~ . - \‘ L“ ’,’ 1\9ﬁ~. o = 1 « 25 JomakuncmBa (xaHe)
Ne—— ~ . O = 25- 5 ,,
2376 n. Q = %-1t0
=100 - 200 ,,
1= Cenomo ne e = 200 - 350
Bkawouero nopagu "
mBupge omkbcaeu- =350 -55 .,
Hama ungopmauus = 550 - 850 ,,
) = Usuesnano no-kucto
ceauwe. Mecmono- @ = Mocoamancku gomakutemBa
AoXKeHUemo My He e QO = Xpucmusncku gomakuncmBa

mouro uaBecmno.
Depeau = mypcko ceauwHo ume

. — Ceno usBbH kasa BoeamoBo = Bvazapcko ceauwro ume
CenaBu, He e nocoven | == — == = [panuuu Ha ocmanckama kasa
paamepbm my. BB Bmopama noaoBuna

Ha XIX B,

0 5 10 15 20k
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KA3A XOTAAUU/CEABU (CEBAUEBO) MPE3 16422.

Mogen Ha 3aceaBate, pasmep u cbcmab Ha HaceaeHUuemo

’ Cyxurgon ¢
! “~¢’'® Kanckacmpo

/ .
Conom \
/ { \ Kasza
II Kpamoaun ; \ T o
. bPHO
Kekpuna ‘l e AzamoBo [ KoedBo A © E“"a peka P
N e < 7 ol KaayzepoBo
lrpaguu-le LIeS-eﬁo’Bo ," * yeep
‘e o S\ Bapa s’ gPYkyPOBO~
Kasa TCrpbe \ hd /0 \\ HoBv:;cer
Aodua (AoBeu b Ka N
dua ) AkbHakbaa @ Kopmancko L) pruJOBO{ILJO%';%AUP a ~
%.k P KpyioBo-u 3up Ma/\koq/\aF_
° o i akuxae © pe
Bpaua cmpey PaxoBo Aguanep [e)
AR e ! I CEABU BozamoBo Tocmiauua
See -4 XupeBo = AoBrugon o Iy I8t
-

BPEBIQBO Davsicgo @ @ Yagvpab u 6aAnM—~¥—g——E.T phena ©

Xucap Hetiau
[ —P.——
\ O BepueBo

TepxoBo @ X;gbw\ag
-—
I'd

/
ﬂeBHeB\o TpagHuua ’,/
\MAO 8 BamoweBo
euoBo
7/
”
7/
4
1 @ labpoBo
\ 0
\ KopBeruk
\ I
\ ]
\ ~ 1
o
\ ~ -4
\"C P LN - T gk .
o ) ~ <A -
U A e s
T~ A O = 25- 5 .
~ -
A — O = 5 -10 ,,
2376 m. - 100 - 200 .
0= Cenomo He e - 200 = 350 ,,
BkatoueHo nopagu = 350 - 550
mBupge omkncaeu- - "
Hama undopmauus = 550 -~ 850 ,,
€3 = Usuestano no-kecHo
e cenuwe. Mecmono @ - Mocoamancku gomakunemBa
AN . -
AoKeHUEMO My He e Q = Xpucmusncku gomakuncmBa

mOuHO usBecmro. Hepeau = mypcko ceauwno ume

BozamoBo = Bbazapcko ceauwHo ume
. = Ceno u3BuH kasa

CeaBu, He e nocoyeH =— = == — = [panuuu Ha ocmanckama kasa
paamepbim My. BvB Bmopama noaoBuna
Ha XIX B.
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KA3A XOTAAUY/CEABU (CEBAUEBO) MNPE3 1873-.
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. = Mwoctoamaticku gomakuncmBa
O = Xpucmusrcku gomakuncmBa
Hepeau = mypcko ceauwpo ume
BozamoBo = Gwazapcko ceauutHo ume

BvB Bmopama noaoBuna
Ha XIX 8.

THE SPREAD OF ISLAM IN BULGARIAN RURAL
AREAS IN THE OTTOMAN PERIOD
(15TH-18 TH CENTURIES):
COLONISATION AND ISLAMISATION

Machiel Kiel

Summary

Despite the growing historiographic literature some of the most
important events and phenomena in Bulgarian history of the
last five centuries such as the partial colonisation of the land by
Turks from Anatolia and especially the conversion of a part of
the autochtonous population to the religion of the conquerors
are still shrouded in mystery. In this study the author is aiming
at revealing the specific features of the two interrelated pro-
cesses in two areas in present-day Bulgaria — Chepino in the
Rhodopes and the area of Sevlievo in Northern Bulgaria.

In the first part of the study the plausibility of the informa-
tion concerning a forced mass conversion of Christian
Bulgarians during the rule of Selim | contained in a range of
domestic sources is subjected to close scrutiny. Particular
attention is paid to the Story of Pop Metodi Draginov which is
still very influential in moulding public opinion in Bulgaria
regarding the ways Islam gained adherents. The information
contained in these sources has been compared to the more
neutral Ottoman population registers, preserved in the
archives in Istanbul, Ankara and Sofia. The history of the con-
version of the population in the Chepino valley is traced centu-
ry by century removing any doubts regarding a forced
Islamisation of local Christians commanded and directed by
the Ottoman authorities. The Ottoman population registers
show in an irrefutable manner that the Islamisation of the dis-
trict was the result of a process stretching out over more than
two centuries. A full century before the story of Metodi
Draginov is supposed to have taken place half of the inhabi-
tants of the villages of the district were already adherents of
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