Why
There
Is a Need
for This
Book

here are many books on the subject
of handguns, so why do another one?
Most of the previously published
works are reference or picture books
showing how to detail-strip weapons. This book
is different. It is a hands-on, practical comparison
of more than 100 handguns from around the
world that have been used for the past 100 years.
In order to see how each weapon performed
on the target range and under simulated combat
conditions, I shot every weapon in this book.
Based on these results, readers will be able to
judge how well individual handguns function and
how they actually shoot and respond in combat sit-
uations. It is ideal for those who are now or may
be stationed in remote environs and have only a
limited selection of weapons available. After read-
ing this book, the intelligence agent stationed over-
seas, the missionary, the professional bodyguard,
the soldier, or the traveling citizen/ businessman
will understand the relative merits of various
weapons that he might happen across and the
proper ammo to use under less-than-ideal condi-
tions. Even though his choice of weapons may be
limited, this individual will know his options and
be able to select the best handgun for his particu-
lar purpose from what is available. And he will
know how it can be made workable.
But The 100 Greatest Combat Pistols is not just

for expatriates or people who crisscross the
globe. It is also an invaluable resource for
weapons aficionados and collectors who might
not be able to get their hands on some of these
rare, exotic, or historic handguns—some of
which cannot be found outside museums or spe-
cial operations arsenals.

A WORD ABOUT THE WEAPONS TESTED

Each of the weapons tested in this report was
a common example of the weapons used by the
armies in its day. No special specimens were
selected. Some of the handguns were in good
shape; some were in excellent shape. All of them
were good, honest-firing models, not modified in
any way to improve their accuracy or speed of
handling. Many times, I would have preferred to
modify them in some fashion, at the very mini-
mum to paint the sights. However, to keep the
tests consistent, it was important that they be
unmodified examples of generally available mili-
tary weapons.

TESTING METHODS

For the comparisons to have any validity, I
had to test each weapon and evaluate it based on
its accuracy, reliability, and availability.
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scenario—and vice versa.

It is also important to test the weapons against
a2 known standard. For a reference medium, I used
the Model 19 four-inch barrel Smith & Wesson

fired the weapon being tested.
AMMUNITION

Another factor that greatly influences firearms
tests is the ammunition used. Ammunition for
these tests was the same type within a given cal-
iber. Al
mercial

No han '
rare calibers that were unavailable commercially.

I used Fiocchi, Winchester Western, and Reming-
ton Arms ammunition. All were full-metal-jacket-
ed loads or otherwise military-standard loading
except as noted. I used no special ammunition
that would aid accuracy or reliability because I
wanted to produce the same results the soldier
would encounter in the field.

CONSIDERATIONS FOR SELECTING
MILITARY WEAPONS

To properly evaluate military weapons, it is

and prepared to defend themselves. They carry—
and will continue to carry—handguns because

done by U.S. forces in World War 1I with the .30
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sors” in the Vietnamese army)—then I would
choose a serious fighting handgun, such as a
Glock 17 or SIG P220 in .45 ACP.

How to carry your weapon also becomes criti-
cal in a combat situation. Typically, infantry offi-
cers do not carry their handguns in holsters on
their right hips anymore. They carry them in
shoulder holsters, fatigue jacket pockets, or
upper breast shirt pockets. Method of carry is
critical when considering what is an appropriate
military weapon.

The Hague Conference of 1907
Another factor in the choice of military
weapons is the Hague
Peace Conference of
1907, where the use
of expanding am-
munition in mili-
tary operations
was banned, thus
limiting the pow-
er available in
a given
hand-
gun. In

Front view of 1990s era U.S. soldier with ammunition
pouches, body armor, ballistic helmet, and goggles, plus
weapon, which will stop bullets. You need a lot of
penetration now, unlike earlier times.

police circles, for instance, no one would dream
of using a 9x19mm pistol with full-metal-jacketed
loads: they are considered seriously deficient in
stopping ability. Military forces, on the other
hand, are compelled to use ammunition that
complies with that convention; so when we eval-
uate military weapons, we must take this into
consideration.

Ballistic Vests and Helmets
A more recent consideration in the selection
of military handguns is the introduction of bal-
listic vests and helmets that can stop rifle fire at
10 meters and pistol ammunition at point-blank
range. Military
loads that pre-
viously were
perfectly ad-
equate no
longer are.
To date,
this has
not become a
major problem
f or

Rear view of current U.S. soldier. Note the ballistic vest
and helmet and the ammunition pouches.
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militaries because the major actions have been
~ Third World affairs, or

ons where technologi-

ced with climatic con-

vests difficult, but not

impossible, to use at all times. For example, in
Vietnam, the high humidity made the vests
extremely uncomfortable, and comfort is not the

only Kevlar vests in the
tropi s a significant por-
tion , which it regains
upon drying.

However, as ballistic vest technology im-
proves, making vests lighter and cooler to wear
and more impervious to environmental condi-
tions, militaries may be forced to change com-
pletely the handguns and loads used. We are on
the cutting edge of this area. One solution may
be the general adoption or loads such as the
French THV or Arcane
solid material that co

weapons, such as .3
out to be quite effe
Though it is difficult to
the results of my test
rounds on ballistic mate

Ease of Manufacture

In today’s world, it is critical that military
handguns be manufactured easily and cheaply.
They should require minimal machine time and
strategic resources. The availability of inexpen-
sive, easily produced weapons has no direct
bearing upon their performance in the military
theater, but it is certainly is a concern for military
procurement specialists.

Safety

As anyone who is opera-
tions knows, you fin officers
“rained” in the use of ha danger-
ous. In the military, wit trained
troops, this is even more e case. people

in the military have only a nodding acquaintance
with firearms before - get there, if at all, and
no interest whatsoever in handguns. They get
very little in the way of training with handguns.
For instance, during the ' fld War II, it was not
uncommon for German soldiers armed with
handguns to be
supposed to last
So it is in most §
critically
weapon
trade effi

In the past, the safe problem was circum-
vented by continuing t use weapons of ques-
tionable safety and then selecting a carry system
that restricted access to the weapon. Rather than
training their forces to
Model cocked and loc
was designed to be us
diers to carry it with the
down—clearly restricting the soldiers’ abilities to
respond quickly. It is interesting to note that U.S.
military manuals prior to and during World War I
dictated that the .45 Go ernment Model be car-
ried cocked and locked with the side safety on. It
was only later that the prescribed method was
the hammer-down, chamber-empty method. Even

U.S. military police units are told to carry their
down, chamber

weapo
empty h handguns, it
seems typically are not

overly familiar with handguns.
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