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SELECTED WORLD REACTIONS TO

THE PRESIDENT'S 31 MARCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

North Vietnam:

The Vietnamese News Agency in Hanoi on
3 April sent a service message to Moscow askin

g its repre-
Sentative there to

"send home promptly the‘text of Johnson's

Speech both in English and French by air. You do not have
to send it by cable. Make sure to cable home fully ana

bromptiy reactions of world public opinion on thig speech."

Soviet Union:

Soviet Premier Kosygin, Speaking in Tehran,
said the time hag come for the US to undexrstand the only

way it can escape from Vietnam is +o

cease its aggression."
In Paris,

Soviet Ambassador Zorin said, "The Americans

are stiljl bombing North Vietnam; they've just picked qif-

ferent target areas."

United Nations: Delegates Ffrom Indis,

Nepal, and the United

Kingdom, Canada, Malaysia, Pakistan, Denmark and Japan ex-

pressed surprise ang disappointment at reports of air strikesg

over 200 miles north of the demilitarized zone. They wonder-

ed whether this wag & departure from what they understood the

President saigd about the bombing reduction. Eastern European

hNewsmen and members of the Soviet, Hungarian and Bulgarian

delegations said the air attacks not only made unlikely a

" pPositive reaction from North Vietnam put also provided grounds

for a negative reaction.
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FAR EAST

Communist China: According to Radio Pregg, a Japanese

agency which monitors Chinese hroadcasts, Peking Radio on
3 April quoted from the editorial in the North Vietnamese

army newspaper Quan Doi Nhan Dan. Japanese newsmen based

in Peking said on 2 April that Chinese nhewspapers and radio

stations had not reported President Johnson's announcement.

Japan: The newspaper Nishi Nippon Shinbun described the

President's announcement as a desirable step toward peace
but said it.meant the US was Yielding ground. The newspaper
also foresaw a major change in US Asian policy in the direc-
tion of weakening its commitment, predicted widespread un-
easiness among the neighbors of Vietnam, and concluded that

Japan must reappraise its role in Asia,

Thailand: The Bangkok World, in a report on a Thai Cabinet
meeting of 2 April, said Prime Minister Kittikhachon told
his ministers he believed the US President genuinely desired
bPeace in Vietnam. High Thai‘military officers, meanwhile,
were reported "surprised" at the bombing reduction ordar.

They felt that the Communists merely took advantage of such

American concessions in the past.
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' South Korea: Seoul Hapdong reported that President Pak

Chong~hui plans to hold an extraordinary strategy meeting
regarding Vietnam. The newspaper guoted qo&ernment sources

as saying the bombing reduction was shocking, and it described
the government positioh as favoring'cohtinued bombing ﬁﬁtil

the Communists show sincerely they want ‘to end the war.

Hong Kong: An editorial in the South China Morning Post

speculated that many in Southeast Asia "will view this as
the first step in an ultimate American withdrawal from the
Asian mainléﬁd." The Hong Kong Standard editor asked: .
"Does America want to get out at any cost, or is this merely
a move by Johnson to try to show the world that the North

Vietnamese do not really want peace?”

Australia: Former Prime Ministex Sir Robert Menzies said
he thought President Johnson "has been wickedly misrepresent-—
ed” in the Vietnam War controversy "but Ehroughout all this

has demonstrated his clear and unselfish patriotism.,”

New Zealand: The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization council
of ministers, in a communigue on 3 April, called the Presi-
dent's decision "bolid and generous." The council said the
pause is an opportunity of critical importance for the open~

ing of negotiations to end the waxr. Several newspaper sdit-

=
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CON,

orials praised the President's self-sacrificing determination

to find peace in vietnam and agreed that

the onus is now
on Hanoi.

Indonesi.a: NEwspapérs welcomed the bombing reduction.

i Nusantaras said it offers North Vietnam an opportunity to

take s peace move without losing face. The armed forces:®

|
| newspaper Angkata Bersendajat speculated that Vietnam might
L be united under a Tito-type Communist regime.
|
i - India: Deputy Prime Minister Morarji Desai saiq he welcomed
President Johnson's dacision. "The other people- (Noxrth
‘ Vietnam) will be put to the test,” he saig. |
The Philippines: 2 goverpment spokesman said the shift of
| US policy may have ultimate bearing on the traditional
| "American presence" in Asia,
|
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WESTERN EUROPE

UK: Vietnam remains the main topic in the press, with the

Times, the Guardian,uand the Sun expressing resexrvations and

misgivings that the bombing limitation is “less dramatic®

than initially imagined. 7The Yelegraph, on the other hand,

notes that continuation of bombing "deep into North Vietnam"

restobs confidence that the President's offer was not nade

in preparation for "an American retreat from Vietnam. "

West Germany: Media reflect a widespread awareness that

the President's speech represents a momentous development,

the consequences of which are: not immediately discernible.

There has not yet been enough time for any serious analysis

to develop.

Italy: Press reaction has been overwhelmingly favorable,

except for Communist journals. The Chrigtian Democratic

organ, Il Popolo, headlined its editorial “"The Voice of

Reason,” the independent but conservative Stampa said,

"Now it's Hanoi's turn." Tn general, editorials tended

to slur over any distinction between pexrtial reduction and

complete suspension of bonmbing,
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Austria: FBIS has picked up an official government broad-

cast that the government has taken note of The President's

declaration "with great interest" and hopes that thig step

will lead to "prompt, concrete talks."
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE

On the after-
r tabloids ;a Tarde_(chriatian

Democratic)
and Ultima Hora ({
—~oooa Hora

Socialist} both carried banne

r headlineg:
"Bombardments Continpe,"

noting Hanoi'sg claim that "rpy

deceives world,"
Brazj . According to the embassay,

Press coverage hasg been
heavy--”extraordinary"

in the northeast area-—and generally

A recurrent theme is the "importance of the
(changed) us attitude, "

favorahie,

Mexico: The President'g speech dominates all media, Ac-
cording to incomplete initial reports, with reaction to the
bombing

of candidacy.
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Panama: FBIS hag picked up a national televigion station

comment ptaising The President's withdrawal of candidacy

a tremendous example of greatness and public re

sponsi-
bility," and the “suspension of the air raids" as opening

“the way for...peace negotiations.”

Elsewhere in Latin America:

The embassy in San Salvador.

notes that local news media are slow reacting, which seems

to sum up the scattering of reports received so far from

Central America, the Caribbean area, and smaller countries

in South America. Such reports as are available as of -

5:00 aM, 3 April, suggest that public response has-bean

a mixture of surprisae, curiousity, and general sympathy for

the President's objectives. Many reactions have focuged

more on US domestic political aspects-and the p
effect, ‘ :

ossible loecal

Canada: Two Franch-language Newspapers reactad editorially

- Be Devoir notes “that The ‘President’
to withdraw

on 3 April, 8 decision

gives more importance to the bombing pause, "

but warns that "immediate peace should not be expectad.”

The tabloiq Montreal Matin calls the President!

+

8 dual decla-

ration a "gesture for which the entire worlg has long been

waliting," and cencludes that the "important thing is that

the good will of America was affirmed in striking manner, "
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(TEXT) DJﬁKﬁRTR--IHDONESIAN PAPERS TODHY HELCOHED PRESIDENT JUHNSUE
ECISIDNS NOT TO .RUN FOR. Tﬂﬁ PRESIDENCY’BNB TO HALT PARTIHLLY TﬁE -
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‘rnz'ourspoxzu nurxcounuuxsr FAPER, Nusnnrnnn, SAID THAT PRESIDENT'

o 'E:IE . ﬁ"—

3 A’PEACE. MOVE VITHOUT LOSING FACE.{fx _
oo, ‘_. t'"‘ - -\.‘, wY

55 wR JoHNSON, WHO DISPLAYED.GREAT QUALITY ‘BY PUTTING WORLD PEACE ’
447 ABOVE PERSONAL INTERESTS, WIGHT BE PRESSED 'BY HIS.PARTY T REVISE
JAH1STDECTSION, NOT TO [RUN. FOR THE: PEESIDENCY AGAIN, THE. PAPER SAID. -

Ry R SR E A STRE S R

.ARHED FORCES PAPEB, ﬁNEKATﬁN BERSEHD&JAT, SAID THE VILLINGNES
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1. ﬂUHITED‘UNDER A‘IITO-TYPE\COHHUNIST‘3EGIME. @...”.‘ T
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?Etnkgio PRESS, - A> JAPANESE .AGENCY WHICH NONITORS ‘CHINESE  RADIO :
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- “BRITISH PRESS .REACTION .
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.Pnssgmm HNSON 'S BOMBING PAUSE BEGINS T0 LOOK LESS DRAAATIE AND

Ad_azusagua_xﬂaﬂ_!ﬂai_ﬁg_ﬂﬂﬂzfftf:TﬁE‘“ﬁEK“NdﬁTH“b?“THE”DEHTLITnRIZED
. ZONE STILL OPEN TO ATTACK IS BREATER THAN ANYONE WOULD IMAGINE, THﬁ
tTIHES ‘ASKS1 WAS THE BOMBING STOPPED BECAUSE. ITS MILITARY YALUE WAS .

"PEACE? IF THIS WERE THE REASON, THEN 1T VAS

(POLITICAL ADVANTAGE AS POSSIBLE FROM THE -PAUSE, THIS INTERPRETATION '
‘MAY BE QUITE UNJUST. THE IDEA NUST HAVE BEEN THAT WORLD OPINION..-
5 Z:WOULD SEE. THE .GESTURE AS ONE HONOI.SHOULD NOT IGNORE. THERE

/5ARE REASONS OTHER THAN PRIDE, CAND THE) NORTH VIETNAMESE MAY -
i ie CHOOSE TO IGNORE IT, NEVERTHELESS, THE GESTURE HAS BEER- nnaz. R,
/W HANOT SHOULD BEAR IN WIND THE BIG CHANGE IN-THE PRESIDENT S

2F POSITION, HES VITHDRAAL 'FRON THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS GIVES HIH.
’Q‘ﬁg‘*FhR MORE FREEDOM OF- ACTION.:THKIS. TRANSFORMATION OF THE AMERICAN .-
-m:,i POLITICAL SCENE OFFERS NANY. OPENINGS :IF' THE "NORTH, v1mnnmssz ARE

* u-.nsrsposr:n X0 EXPLOLT THEM. \\itiirilis SRS -

i ¥

*‘ﬂ‘a, “THE ‘GUARDIAN AGCEPTS THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON HAS cousmsnnaw
. iﬁl §c‘n‘TEﬁ“ﬁi§W THE VARBUT THE PITY 1S YTHAT 118 IWPACT SHOULD —

: A EDTATELY LOST IN BD

k'?»'*« FEES]

_«»:‘vﬂa NM‘DNE SVER EX D, THE PREGIDENT WOULD HAVE BEEN WISER 'r_o"i?"-i
s TINDE 'HER_ THAN DVERSELY WI% CRANGE OF Pol
ey 3H‘§'UF“REEP'IW'IT§THFIT:TR'A' VELS, THE..

5 ;ﬁ}mxnxcnns ¥OULD, 'ACCORDING TO THE OFFERS THEY PUT ON RECORD, STOP THE
£35 -.gguaonsmas ALTOGETHER; BUT PSYCHMOLOGICALLY THME:PRESIDENT NAS PLAYED £
_g;ﬁg:'* ‘INTOTHE .HANDS OF:'(WORD .INDISTINCT) ) XN KANOIL, WHO., Domo'r'waumf'f?i B
3&;‘# NEQOTIATIONS Now,/iIF AT AL, ity ey ,;m@,‘ﬁ}‘, ,,a.:,m@w}% ;
4 E-E“:;’ﬁ':i ) " ..
SV THE sy wRITEs THAT_IT ¥ouLD BE A TRAGEDY. IF THE HEART~WARMING "
VALUE OF PRESIDENT JOKNSON'S INITIATIVE IS Pij IN JEOPARDY BECAUSE™ T
ANDT TS GYVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO DENOUNCE YT AS ‘(vbmf‘m‘nrs'ﬂum?
S BN THE CHANCES OF Rtsmﬁﬂﬂ'm) ‘WOULD BE: :n- iz
X gzi;g‘”anzanv REDUCED, !THE PRESIDENT HAS STAXED EVERYTHING ON-THE- . -
wﬁgﬁ.@,movm FOR PEACE“IN VIETNAM, HE KAS WADE.THE -SACRIFICE OF HIS OWN
ﬁ __:;'conrmuauca IN OFFICE, THIS 1S NOT THE COMEBACK. OF A NAN WHD DOES

WAYCNOT GENUINELY MEAN VHAT ME SAYS. IT 15 ESSENTIAL ‘THAT MR JORNSON' g
Wtuo-sonams OFFER-SHOULD BE srnlcfmmm

LONDDN wom.n ssxurg.. w ENGLISH 0150 GNT 3 AP 4 G e

cExGERP:.s_z_y_;ﬂum_z_g_ DNCE - AGAIN THE MAIN TOPIC. THE TIMES snvs 'rua

- DOUBTED AND NOT AS A CONGESSION TO MEET NORTH VIETNAMESE CONDITIONS FB :
NATURAL TO EXTRACT AS MUCHI-
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N1S PEAGE OFFER, MANY PEOPLE wznz AFRAID THAT Mk WAS rHermnimg vruw ..
AN ABERICAN ('RETR}_'A TFROM VIZUNAM, TREPEPER VRTTESY WMUCH WILL BE - .
~HONE 10 REMGVE CWOR, INBYEFINCTS AND 1o RESYORL ,oNFtnENcE ON THE -
T DERUERATIZ SIDE AND TU DESTROY ILLOSIONS ON THE COMMUNIST SIDE ABGUT
“”'“1?3 PACT THAT WEAVY ATTACKS ON IMMEDTATE WILTT! EHY“CUEEUNItETIUNS“HAVE .
— PORTIRDEN DEEF IRTY NORTH Ni s
" -PRESIDENT . JOHNSON OWES THIS 10 THE AMERICAN AND ALLIED TROOPS.
“WHATEVER INTERPRETATIONS MAY MAVE BEEN PUT ON KIS DEESCALATION
*ANNOUNCEMENT, THESE ATTACKS ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS. STATEMENTS :
.""THAT 90 PERCENT OF THE COUNTRY,. INCLUDING THE MAIN POPULATION e
CENTERS AND.FOOD PRODUCING AREAS, WOULD (BE IMMUNE). NO DOUBT uow
"C(WORD INDISTINCT) TO HAVE SERVED THE -COMMUNIST CAUSE SO WELL BY & .-
* THE HOGHLY ORGANIZED HARRASSING, HUNTING, AND.C(WORD INDISTINCT) ur
’,PRESIDENT JOKNSON wILL CONTINUE THEIR. cAMPAIGN FOR uncxuo:rxouaL

: HE gumngNIST NEHSPAPER THE uonnxue STAR wnrfsss ‘THERE CAN BE-

N0 DoyBT THAT MILLIONS WHO SAW IHE PRESIDENYT ON TELES vT%Iﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁ*REann_

;HEM ANNOUNCE -THE ESSENTIAL DEESCALATION OF THE MILITARY EFFORT TO0 i "7
. BE DISAPPOINTED THAT THE BOMBINGS ARE conr:nutu

'(TEKT) THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNHENT HAS VITH GRE&T INTEREST TAKEN
COGNIZANCE OF ‘THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT'S DECLARATION ON THE = -~ -t
EDISCONTINUATION OF AIR RAIDS ON THE -MAJOR PART OF NORTH VIETNAHESE

;& TERRITORY, THE AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT HOPES. THHP THIS
‘RESULI IN THE CESSATION OF N PR NP

v"TALKS WITH THE AINM-OF SEITL
w:*OF THE GENEVA AGREEHENTS OF‘J
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Phﬂhﬁ& COHMENT&RY oN JUHNSON
-}:PANANA CITY TELEVISORA NACIONAL NETWORK IN spnnxsu zsso enr 2 apn &8 P

i “cérnrxon COHHENTARY) 'f”b3ﬁﬁ_s;?ﬁffji*i““‘;i

f;;: CTEXT) PRESIDENT.JOHNSDN .HAS GIVEN KIS PEOPLE’ nND THE wonLn n
% TREMENDOUS EXAMPLE OF GREATNESS AND PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY. AWARE THAT.
‘v "HIS’ PRESENCE ON .THE POLITICAL SCENE. WOULD CONSTITUTE A DISTURBING 4
- FACTOR THAT - NOULD ENDANGER NOT' ONLY THE. UNITY OF THE DEMOCRATIC .. »
*PARTY, BUT THE UNITY OF THE NATION ITSELF, PRESIDENT JOHNSON
f : STEPPED OUT, Iﬂ au ACT OF GRE&T GENEROSITY, THus ENDIHG §1 'YEARS IN

-POLITICS. 5 "I\ . Y ". | . ‘_.,l:: i ,' '. A _‘ :._- - = .. . ey ":"' ..‘- o .-- -';" i- ..: . .:‘

N:INTERNnTIDNaLLY, tHE . DECISION OF- PRESIDENT JOKNSON MAY' BE. L
;INTER?RETED AS - ADMITTING TKE :FAILURE .OF HIS POLICY -IN VIETNAM, - Sl o
NEVERTHELESS, IT CONVEYS GREAT COURAGE - ON HIS PART TO RECOGNIZE HIS. N
‘ERROR, AND. OPENS THE WAY FOR A FAVORABLE' CLIMATE -FOR PEACE NEGOTIRTIOE iy
:f%ﬁEUGH HIS ANNOUNCEHEHT OF THE SUSPEHSIDN UF THE AIR RRIDS.~.-«j, .
,'t" 1 \_;J-:' o " . tv .H’ '
; FJATRE ﬁTTITUDE OF PRESIDENT JDHNSOH IS. PRHISFVDRTH?. HE THUS GIVES-
: "ﬁ LESSON TO:THE WORLD BY PLACING HIS COUNTRY -AND HIS PARTY®S .~~~ Y
.fi%}g%FRESTS &BOVE HIS PERSONAL IHTERESTS. HOYEV!R LEGITIHRTE THEY Hﬁ 3,
PR TR . .'! s Sty .
.~”:§ R ONVINCED' THAT KIS ASPIRATIONS FOR REELECTION COULD PROVOKE A
‘hQSCHISH IN THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THAT HIS OWN PRESIDENTIAL - - ;7
; CANDIDACY DID NOT OFFER.THE BEST ASSURANCES FOR SUCCESS, MR JOHNSON, e
HSDISPLAYING A° KIGH SENSE OF KISTORIC RESPONSIBILITY. VORTHY’OF THE\@;“‘ AT
2RI HIGHEST PRAISE, RELINQUISHED HIS:DESIRES TO LEAVE THE. FIELD .OPEN-’ iﬁé“"
-;J;&*“*Fomn POSSIBLE FORMULA THAT VILL PRESERVE. rx:-: 4put'nr OF -HIS. PARTY.: fs_;
. '?}V_ ?&AHR”THE NATIOH' ok o ‘: ._‘:'.'P _.‘h;t‘%’: !.;ti:;:-a qfﬂ *S _| qﬂ"{ll;?f‘h‘ rh, .': -_'v_l:;'—\.l-:; i
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HE REINS OQF GO?ERNMENT AND PARTY RT HIS DISPGSAL. ARD BEING Fo
NDOVED WITH UNDENIABLE POLITICAL ABILITY, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EﬁSf;P

& RITY OF ‘THE ﬁHERICAN PEOPLE, AND OF THE CAUSE.OF WORLD PEﬁCE.f“x
: ’THDSE ﬁRE THE OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSES TO VHICH HE'. :

UL R B — ——




