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Although censorship of the press had concealed the disaster as it
evolved, apprehension had grown as Bucharest was inundated with
wounded, all from Turtucaia.®3 On the evening of 6 September at the
Jockey Club, a member of Aslan’s staff acknowledged the surrender
of the city and the loss of 30,000 men. A “wave of consternation”
swept over this gathering place for Romania’s elite. Longtime advo-
cates of intervention wept like children. Opponents of the war said “I
told you so” and began to think of a separate peace.36 For Briitianu,
who had engineered Romania’s belligerency, it was a dark hour of the
soul. Deeply depressed, he wept with his head in his hands at a cabi-
net meeting. His only catharsis was to heap reproach on Romania’s
allies, especially French General Maurice Sarrail, for failing to aid
Romania by aggressively attacking Bulgaria from Salonika.87 The
general population learned of the surrender of Turtucaia late on 7 Sep-
tember. Panic swept over Bucharest. Visions of Bulgarians crossing
the Danube and marching on the city were on many minds, “It
appeared to me that everything was caving in around me,” wrote one
prominent citizen. “In one moment, the entry of the enemy into
Bucharest, invasion, evacuation and all the miseries of exile passed
before my eyes.” Reassurances, especially those in the government
press, were received with skepticism.®8 To stop the spread of alarmist
rumor and criticism of the regime, popular restaurants and coffee
houses were closed; street gatherings of more than two persons were
prohibited. Citizens of means began to desert the capital for Moldavia
or even Russia.3? Perhaps the one positive result of the catastrophe of
Turtucaia for the public was that it replaced dreams of an easy victory
with the realization that the war, if it could be won, would be long and
bloody.

The surrender of Turtucaia and the reaction to it in Bucharest
unnerved the Romanian High Command. On 7 September it restricted
and on 15 September it halted altogether the promising advance of its
armies in Transylvania, before they had linked up on a defensible
front. With troops transferred from the north, MCG undertook to
launch a major offensive across the Danube “to quiet fears in Bucha-
rest and to restore morale in the army.” The intention was to resume
the advance in Transylvania after “stabilizing” the situation in the
south. But the assault crossing of the Danube west of Turtucaia at
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Fliminda took time to organize and began only on 1 October. It
resulted in another humiliating failure.”? In the meantime, the window
of opportunity closed for Romanian armies in the north. To be fair,
one must point out that Romania’s French and Russian allies not only
approved of what amounted to an ill-advised abandonment of the
original war plan but insisted upon it.?!

For the Central Powers, on the other hand, the consequences of
the Battle of Turtucaia were a godsend. The Bulgarians were “beside
themselves with joy,” more self confident and committed to the war
by this “Cannae victory.”¥2 News of the capture of Turtucaia brought
relief to Austro-German leaders. “Long live the Fieldmarshal
[Mackensen]...,” exclaimed General Hans von Seeckt, the German
chief of staff of the Austro-Hungarian Southeastern Front.?3 Kaiser
Wilhelm, who had been particularly depressed by Romania’s entry,
celebrated with a champagne party for the Bulgarian representative at
OHL.% The plan of the Austro-German leaders to undermine the ad-
vance of Romanian armies in Transylvania with an attack in Dobrogea
had succeeded more quickly and completely than they had dared
hope. The suspension of the Romanian offensive in Transylvania,
which had threatened to overrun the province, gave them time to bring
in new forces and then to go over to the attack. During the month of
September, while Romanian attention and resources were concen-
trated on the south, more than 20 trains per day rolled into Transyl-
vania bearing reinforcements from all over Europe, including the elite
German Alpine Corps.%3 On 16 September, General Erich von Falken-
hayn arrived to take command of the newly-created German IX Army.
He was determined to smash the enemy whose untimely entry into the
war had been the catalyst for his dismissal as head of OHL.% In only
two weeks (26 September-10 October), his forces drove the weakened
and strategically distracted Romanians out of Transylvania. Then, in
November, together with Mackensen’s forces attacking across the
Danube, the IX Army overran Wallachia. On 6 December, as the Ro-
manian army and government fled eastward into Moldavia, Bucharest
surrendered. Only 100 days after entering the war, more than half of
Romanian territory lay under enemy occupation. While the disastrous
defeat of the Romanian Army in the campaign of 1916 was con-
ditioned by many factors, the Battle of Turtucaia was its catalyst.
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